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“Reach for your own words, tell the world who you are, and how you would make it 

better.” Peter Hamilton Reynolds  

 

January 2019  

 

Dear Pines Students, Staff, and Families, 

 

People have cherished collections of all kinds throughout the world. Some people 

collect stamps. Some people collect coins. Others collect rocks. Some collect art… In 

Peter Reynolds’ latest book, The Word Collector, our January Book of the Month, 

readers explore the word collection of young Jerome, to learn about the powerful ways 

that the words in his life have transformed the world around him. 

  

When Jerome has an accident while transporting his words, he is surprised to discover 

a new way to approach the organization of his word collection. The inspiration he finds 

when he uses new eyes to view his collection of words can inspire all of us to reflect 

upon the power of the words we use in our lives and to think about how we can all use 

the words in our lives to tell the world who we are and how we can make our world an 

even better place. 

 

In the words of the author, Peter Reynolds, “Words are the greatest bridge-builders. 

Whether it’s braille on the page of a novel, a good morning text message, or a story 

harmonized to music, the power and versatility that words hold is the common 

thread. Through words we are able to connect with each other, with icons of the past, 

with characters on a screen, and even with our own feelings. They are the tools 

through which we build the story of our life.”  

 

I hope this book inspires each of us to reflect on the power of the words we use in our 

own lives and to see the words in our lives with new eyes, filled with powerful 

possibilities to transcend our world.  

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. DiMuzio 

Dr. DiMuzio 
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